
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY, OF LOS ALTOS AMENDING TITLE. 
11 OF THE LOS ALTOS MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 11.04 , 

ENTITLED “SIGNS” 
. 

i .  . _ .  . .  . ... . .  . . .  . .  

. , WHEREAS,. by,adopting t h i s  .Ordinance, the City Council intends to balance the right of 

free speech by sign display ‘igainst the communi$ ihterests in limiting the impacts of excessive 

and/or.inappropriate signs; and : . ;;. . . ‘ x i  . 
. ,. . .. ’ ’ ‘ .  I . ,  

! .  : ‘ . . I  : ’ . .  
a . ’ .  

’ . ?  . .  : , , ;  . . .  . .  
WHEREAS, the City Coqcil -her intends by ‘this Ordinance to regulate signs in a 

/ . I , .  ,. * ’  1 1  *, . , . :  * . ‘ I .  , . . .  ~ I !  . .  . .  
manner which is consistent . .  . with.the’ Constitukons and laws .of the State of California and the United 

States; and 

WHEREAS, &e.O&ad’ce amendnieiits’set,forth below liave’been reiriewed and 

considered by the. City Council in accordance with the pro%isions ofthe.Califomia Environmental 

Quality Act. Of’l:970, . . I ’  as am;ded.‘(“CEQF’), and the :&de$nes . .  promulgated thkreunder and, 

further,.the Councilihds that-it can be,seen with certainty.that there.is no possib&ty&at said: ’ . 

amendments may have a significant effect on the environment and said amendmenk are therefb;e 

exempt from the req&ements‘of th’e CEQA p&uant.to the provisioiis ofSecdon 1,5061 (b)(3) of . 

Division 6 of Title 14 of the Caltfomia Code of Regulations. 

’ 

. .  
.r ’ ~ ‘ i , ” ’  . .  . .  , .  . .  . 

. , . . .  

. .  a .  . I  ..,. 1 , , ,, . 
. I  

, .  

: * : ,  ;. . . .  . .  
I \ . .  . 

. .  The City Council of the City of Los Altos does hereby ordain as follows:’ I 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the Los Altos Municipal Code 
(“LAMC‘?). entitled “SIGNS” Section 11.04.010 entitled “Signs relating to elections” and.Section 
11.04.310 entitled “Election’signs” are ,hereby.repealed in their entirety. , .  . .  

. .  . .  , 
I . ,  

. . .  
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the LAMC entitled “SIGNS” is 
hereby amended to add a new S e ~ o n  11.04.010 entitled “Message substitution” to read as follows: 

11.04.010 

, .  . 
. .  ,. 

. .  , .  . . . .  , .  : .. ! , 

I . .  Message substitution. ’ ’ ” ’ ‘ . 
. ‘ A. ’ Subject to the property owner’s consent, a consti6tionally’protected’ non-commercial 

message of any type.may . be.substituted, . . . ?  in whole.or,in part, for the message displayed on any sign 
for which,the s i p  st&c,ture . .  or mounting - .  device is‘legal witbout consideration of message content. 
Such substitution oi message may be made without any ad+tiond approval, permitting, regismtion 
or notice to the City. The purpose of th is pmvision‘is to prevent any inadvertent favoring of 
commercial speech over non-commercial speech, or favoring of any particular non-commercial 
message over any other non-commercial message. Message substitution: does not apply to messages 
which are outside the protection of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution or the corollary 
protections of the California Constitution. 

# .  , ,  I *  ’ :, . , .  , . , 

. .  ‘ 1  ~ , . , . . !  . . . .  I ( .  

. .  . ~ ... ” . 
. .  . .  
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B. In addition, whenever a @en paicel or land use has not used all of its permittab u ign 
area, then the unused portion may be utilized for signs displaying non-commercial messages; in such 
a case, a permit is required only if the new or additional s ign  qualifies as a structure which is subject 
to a building permit under the Building Code. 

C. This message substitution provision does not: (1) create a right to increase the 
cumulative display area of all signs subject to permit on a given parcel, lot or land use; (2) affect the 
requirement that a sign structure or mounting device be properly permitted when such change is 
subject to a building permit; (3) allow a change in &e physical structure of a sign or its mounting 
device; or (4) authorize the substitution of an off-site commercial message in place of an on-site 
commercial message or io place of a non-commercial message. 

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the LAMC entitled “SIGNS” is 
hereby amended to add a new Section 11.04.01 1 entitled ‘Woncommercial messages on temporary 
signs - Residential” to read as follows: 

11.04.011 

A. ,, 

Noncommercial messages on temporary signs - Residential. 

In addition to the noncommdrcial messages allowable under the message substitution ’ 

policy, noncommercial messages which are within the protection of the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution and/or the liberty of speech provisions of the California Constitution, may be 
displayed on temporary signs on private residential property at all times and on all land parcels, 
subject to the following: 

signs iS twelve (12) siuare feet total. 
1. . ~ a x i m u m  area - Residential. On resident@ properties, the maximum display area of all 

Measurement of area. In the case of a free-standing sign, display area is measured by 

Such signs shall not be mounted to exceed six (6) feet from the finished grade to the 

2. 
counting one side of the sign. 

3. 
highest point of the si@ structure. Finished grade is the general finished ground surface where the 
sign is erected and takes into account mounding or other alterations to the surface made in regard to 
the sign. For multi-family residential properties, a property owner or resident who has no first floor 
living area, may use a glazed surface area (windows). ‘ t 3 

freestanding or mounted on walls, doors, or fences, but shall not be attached to trees. 
4. Except for signs pertaining to multi-family residential properties, such signs may be 

5. 

6. 

Such signs shall not be specigy illuminated; this rule does not prohibit ambient lighting. 

Such signs shall not be placed on City property, hcluding City streets, roads, and 
sidewalks and parking areas; but may be placed in the front yard areas in the public right-of-way 
adjacent to private property, with the private property owner’s permission, and that do not present a 
safety or visual hazard. 

yards may be utilized. 
7. Such signs shall be limited to front yards, with the exception of comer lots, where side 

8. This section 11.04.011 does not override terms of private contracts, such as leases and 
rental agreements, or private covenants, conditions or restrictions. 
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I . .  ~ :::, : , -::< ’ ’.. . . \ I .  , , .  .,,, . e ,  , , . . ! ‘ 4  ;;.. : . . I . ‘  ’ . *  6 : ’ .  a : .  1 ’ .  . .  

’ . . . ,  . ,.:. e *  ‘ 

, 9. , I T h i s  sec;tion:l1.04?011 does, no$ autho*e. temporq.signs:,&play$g , , .  , commerc;ial . .. 
I ,  .‘ 

. .  messages, ‘although other provisions of this’ Chapter may do so. 
1 .  * ’ .. 

SEVION, . ,  4! ,MENDMENST 0 E : ~ O D E :  .Chapter 11.04A,of; @e JAMCqtided “SIGNS” ,, I 
Section 11.04.03p . v . . .  ‘fDehniti0ns” i s  hereby mendead, to .. repeal. . the definitiomof ‘‘Election sign” and to 

. .  . .  add @e, foho+gnewrde3f&itions . .  to. read as follows;:, . . . , , . . .  : . , : . .  , * , . “ .  : 1 . ; ,,. . , I  , .  . .  

,, . .  . .  
, I :  , . , . , \ ; : . ,  ,, . . ‘  . ,. . . : , , . , : ,  :: .. , .’ i I  

. $ .  ’ ,  ~ . (  . ’  . . 7 .,*; j :- ; !;,,i, , !  ’ ’ ) .  ’ 

’ “Billboardl’ means 1 .  .any . peqykent . . ,structure sigq .;P a &xed.location w$ch ,meets any one or.. 
more of these criteria: .l) it is .us.ed-for:p:eral .dvertisidg.for.hjre; 2) it is used. for the display pf 
commercial messages which‘pertain to products or services now offered, or expected to .be offered 
in the near future, at the same location or on the same premises; 3) it is not an auxiliary or 
appqenint use. serying:ano.ther * .  pMcipal,we, on %e:sqe laqd,!but,g&er is ’a separate,:.p&cipal-use 
of the land. I I ,  . . * .  . .  

. 

. . .  . 
. . .  

, , , :!Digit4 Sig$ meaps .a sign .which,+spQys,,visible .&ages: to:the pubbc. by meaps ;pf,paqels of 
light emittjng diodes, liq6d cryst$ or plasma displap or,functionally! equivalent technology, and the 
panels are’ capable of displaying still images, a series of still Gages in “slide show” fashion, or images 
which .appear e a t e d  ,or:ig motion,. Such . .  signs ,are; typic,ally ,pe&rammable and chapgeable by, 

. 

r&ote,control, . _  .. . or.automated.c,optrol.devices . .  , . . such.- 1 . . . computeqs. I ;. i*.. _. :’ . I . .  . , 1 ’ . ’ .  

hand or by using ordinary hand tools. . * I  

,! (.I : :. : 

“Temporary sign” means a sign which, by virtue of its’physical’nature, is not suitable for long-’ 
term display. Such signs are typically mad,e of;lightsv&ght or flimsy materials,;apd.are,installed by . . .  . 1 , . !  , . ~ , i , , ~ , : L .  . , : ’ ,  . ,  : . .  , . ,  I , .  

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the LAMC entitled “S1GNS”is ’ ’ 

hereby amended to add a new Section 11.04.012 entitled “Billboard prohibition” to read as follows:’ 

. .  . .  . .  

11.04.Ol2 Billboard prohibition. 

. ,  

installed, maintained or mounted within the city limits of Los Altos. This prohibition does not affect 
any existing, legal billboards, or prevent relocation agreements, as authorized by Business and 
Professions Code section 5412, so long as such agreements are not contrary to other applicable law. 
This prohibition does not apply to permanent signs not exceeding fod~(4):.square1feet in display are6 
per side and which provide only directional information. No permit shall be issued for any sign 
which violates this “no new billboards” provision, and the City will take immediate action against 
any billboard constructed, installed or maintained in violation of this policy. Violation of this 
prohibition is declared to be a public nuisance which may be abated by any method authorized by 
law. 

Billboards, as defined 21 this.Chapter, are prohibited. No new billboard(s) may be erected, 

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the LAMC entitled “SIGNS” is 
hereby amended to add a new Section 11.04.013 entitled “Digital sign prohibition” to read as 
follows: 

11.04.013 Digital sign prohibition. 

show” and “full motion” digital displays. This prohibition M e r  applies to both temporary and 
permanent signs, and to commercial and noncommercial messages on signs. However, as to any 

Digital signs, as defined in this Chapter, are prohibited. This prohibition applies to both “slide 
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signs which currently exist in the City, md were installed in conformance with existing law, including 
all necessiry'permits and approvals, this provision does not require removal of the dig& portion(s) 
of such signs. . . ;  I .  , 

SECTION 7. CONSTITUTION~fTY / S E v E m C E i  If%y SecGon; subsection,'sentence, 
clause or phrase.of this Ordinance is for any reason h'eld to be invalid or unconstitutiond, such, . 

decision s h d  not affect the validity of the remainidgportions of this Ordinatice. The Citjr Council 
of the City of Los Altos hereby declares that it would have passed and adopted this Ordinance, and 
each section:subsection,*sentence, clause or p h d e  hereof,.Grespective of the fact that any one or 
more secions; subsections, sentences; clauses'or phrases may be declafed kvalid or 
unconstitutional. ' 

SECTION 8; PUBLICATION:,This brdinance shall be published.as proGded in Governmixit 
Code section 36933. 

' . 
' , $  ..1 , 

. . t  . . ,  . .  . 8 . . .  , . .  
I 

, I  , ( I  ~. * , . I .  . . ' .  I ' ,,, I ,  
. , . .  ' ,  . 

SECTION 9. (EFFECTIVE QATE: This Ordinance shall be effective.upon the commencement 
of the thirty-first day following the date the adopted Ordinanbe is attested by ,the City Clerk. 

The foregokg ordinance was duly and regularly. introduced at 'a meeting of the City' Council of the 
City of Los Altos on June 22,2010 abd whs thereafter, at a'regydar meeting held on July 27,2010 

. .  . .  .:. , . , 4 .  , , I ,  ' I  . : I  ,. 
1 ' :  . 

. .  . passed and adopted by the following vote: . . , ' I  ' . , ,  . ' I . .  . I  , ,  

. ,  

I .  I .  I 

I 

AYES: ~ATITERLEE, ~ ~ P ~ ~ N T E R , ' B E G ~ E R ,  iik&b: . . .: . ,, L '  

NOES: NONE 

. ( . I  I Ronald D. Packard,'MAYOR PRO TEM 

:<, , 4 .  

* .  

I * ,  
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